
AASE APPLICATIONS OPEN
Applications are open for the next AASE programme – a 
two-year course for drivers aged 16-18, delivered by the MSA 
Academy in conjunction with Loughborough College.

Now in its ninth year, AASE is vital to any young driver 
serious about achieving success in motor sport. It develops 
young athletes, providing the underpinning knowledge of 
what it takes to achieve success in the sport, while providing 
an accredited qualification from a college that understands 
the needs of potentially elite athletes.

“The AASE programme is a real must-do for drivers looking 
to forge a career out of motor sport,” said Tom Ingram, 
AASE graduate. “The coaches the MSA have chosen are 
the best around. Adding preparation, time management, 
career planning, nutrition and many more strings to your 
bow is a real bonus. Being part of AASE and picking up 
this knowledge has helped me so much in my first season 
in the BTCC and everything we covered on the programme 
has become increasingly relevant to my career. It costs you 
nothing but your time and commitment, so why wouldn’t 
you sign up?” 

 

 
The full programme framework will run for three years, 
beginning in September 2018 and will be based around 
three-day sessions twice a month at Loughborough College.

Much of the AASE programme content aligns with other 
elements of the MSA Academy talent development pathway, 
such as the Team UK national squad, using the same 
principles of qualified coaching.

AASE alumni include the likes of Jake Dennis, Seb Morris, 
Tom Ingram, Chris Ingram, Matt Parry, Charlie Robertson 
and Sennan Fielding to name a few.

For more information CLICK HERE.

MSA Academy
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GoMotorsport
Developing club motorsport for people of all ages and backgrounds 

MSA Motor Sport Development Fund
The MSA Motor Sport Development 
Fund supported 19 clubs and 
organisations last year, donating 
almost £20,000 towards everything 
from a disabled driver scholarship to 
equipment and marketing materials.

The British Motorsport Marshals 
Club and the Team Wilson marshal 
recruitment initiative were among last 
year’s beneficiaries, using MSA funds 
for a recruitment stand and essential 
materials for the British Grand Prix at 
Silverstone. This equipment has been 
at the heart of the BMMC recruitment 
programme this year, mainly at MSA 
British Touring Car Championship 
rounds.

The MSA Motor Sport Development 
Fund is available to support new 
development initiatives by MSA-
registered clubs and organisations. 
Grants are made on a match-funding 
basis; applicants are required to 

explain how the MSA match-funding 
would help the club to promote the 
sport and encourage more people to 
get involved.

The fund is not an unlimited resource; 
offers are made both on merit and 
on a first-come-first-served basis. 
Successful applications will result in 
an offer letter detailing the payment.  

The MSA Motorsport Development 
Fund application form and guidance 
document are available on the MSA 
website here. Clubs can contact their 
MSA Regional Development Officer 
(RDO) for help completing their 
application.

bringing newcomers into the sport

The average age of the active 
motorsport participant is climbing 
and we need to encourage the younger 
generation to get involved in the 
sport, writes West Midlands RDO 
Bryn Pound. Competing is often seen 
as expensive and puts parents off 
getting their children involved but 
volunteering should be offered as a 
cheaper alternative to participate.

The cadet marshal scheme is an ideal 
way to introduce families to the sport 
and enable them to gain skills which 
will be beneficial in later life. More 
information on the cadet marshal 
scheme can be found on the MSA 
website: www.msauk.org/Get-Started/
Volunteering.  

I recently attended Bishops Castle 

Community College with Alan Page, 
MSA Training Executive, to enrol a 
number of young people onto the 
marshal’s register. The afternoon 
was arranged by teacher and active 
competitor Gill Medlicott. The school 
run an enrichment session on Friday 
afternoons and arranged for Alan 
to attend and guide the teenagers 
through the online assessment. It was 
very refreshing to see young lads keen 
to get involved and improve their level 
of knowledge of motorsport. All nine 
showed pride in their achievement 
when the certificates were presented.

Hagley and District Light Car Club 
are continually on the lookout for 
marshals for their hill climb meetings 
at Loton Park and have a dedicated 

marshal recruitment team lead by 
Chief Marshal Adrian Mudge. Adrian 
and team attend local shows and fetes 
in the hope of finding a new pool of 
volunteers.

Sixty and Worcester Motor Club are 
running a series of events to encourage 
parents and youngsters to compete on 
trials and autosolos under the banner 
of the ‘lads and dads’ series. The series 
is not confined to lads but actively also 
encourages girls to compete and hopes 
to increase membership in both age 
groups.

Taster days are a great way of 
introducing new blood into your club 
and using Autosolos and trials are an 
ideal, cheap way of persuading people 
to get involved.
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For details of how you can get involved visit  
www.gomotorsport.net/New-Get-Involved/Get-Volunteering

get involved

Spotlight on...

What’s your day job?
I’m a Technical Project Manager and Software Developer.

Which motor clubs do you belong to?
I’m a member of three clubs: That’s Motorsport Ltd; Under 
17 Motor Club (NW); and the British Rally Marshals Club 
(BRMC).

What role(s) do you volunteer in?
I began volunteering about 20 years ago and since then I’ve 
volunteered in almost every role to do with rallying, cross 
country and autotest. I’ve been everything from a marshal, 
training instructor, event organiser and mechanic to a radio 
operator, stage commander and clerk of the course.

My 2018 calendar includes being a training instructor 
at nine events, as well as mentoring and training new 
marshals. I’m stage commander on the Borders Hill Rally, 
Cambrian Rally, Isle of Man National Rally and for Wales 
Rally GB later this year.

What or who inspired you to get into 
motor sport? 
I used to go and watch rallies when I was a kid and always 
aspired to be a rally driver but real life got in the way! About 
20 years ago I discovered cross country hill rallies, which 
are similar to stage rallies but the cars are cheaper and 
there is more mud – I was hooked! So, I bought a car and 
went racing.

I had my fair share of successes with some outright wins, 
class wins, a fair few DNFs and a few crashes but it was 
good cheap fun. Through various contacts I got invited to be 
a mechanic on some international rallies, which led on to 
my being a mechanic on the Dakar, then a co-driver in a T4 
assistance truck. I competed twice in a car and finished the 

2013 Dakar in 11th overall, which I am extremely proud of. 

Meanwhile back in the UK I wasn’t doing very well with the 
racing, so I sold everything! I still wanted to be involved so 
I started volunteering. I’ve taken a lot out over the last 20 
years, so it’s now time to put something back into the sport.

What’s the best thing about being a motor sport volunteer? 

It’s fun! You get to meet some great people, and when you 
are with a group of like-minded people you can have some 
proper laughs and friendly banter. I have made so many 
new friends through the volunteer network.

Some say we are mad when we get up at ‘daft o’clock’ 
and drive for miles but when the event is over and the 
champagne is being sprayed around the podium, you can 
sit back and think, ‘I was part of that’.

What piece of advice would you give to a 
new volunteer? 
Get involved! Without volunteer marshals and officials 
there would be no motorsport events, so find a local club or 
event, contact the chief marshal and offer to help. Once you 
have helped on some events you might find your niche; for 
some this might be timing or radioing or organising – there 
are loads of roles that can utilise your skills, so don’t be shy!

JON ASTON  
Software Developer, motorsport volunteer 
and Dakar competitor

volunteersvolunteersvolunteers

www.msauk.org
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142 
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62 Engaged with 

1587 

9 RDOs undertook 17 visits 

clubs 

people through
motor club
visits 

People reached
through other

activities 

24 
New motor club
members 

#GetInvolved 

111 New volunteers
and participants 

18 
Associations and

organisations
engaged with

GoMo
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KEITH PATTISON MEMORIAL SPRINT
The third Keith Pattison Memorial 
Sprint at Blyton Park Driving Centre 
(28 May) proved a success, having been 
co-organised by York Motor Club and 
Huddersfield Motor Club, writes Heidi 
Woodcock Yorkshire RDO.

The event, a round of the ANWCC 
Sprint Championship and the Liverpool 
Motor Club Speed Championship, 
attracted 44 entries in a wide range of 
interesting cars, from standard road-

going models to rally cars, sports cars 
and single-seaters.

Once again, the event used the 
challenging and popular ‘Eastern 
Circuit’ at Blyton. The sprint has a 
reputation for offering great value for 
money and this year’s event certainly 
did not disappoint!  Competition 
started at 9.30am, with two practice 
runs followed by three timed runs 
before a brief lunch break. Another 
four timed runs took place in the 
afternoon, giving a total of two 
practice and seven timed runs. After 
a cloudy start, the sun soon made 
an appearance and by mid-morning, 
wall to wall blue skies were over the 
Lincolnshire countryside and stayed 
for the rest of the day.

The fastest time of the day (The 
Keith Pattison Memorial Trophy) 
was achieved by Chris Thomas (OMS 

2000M) with a time of 67.32 seconds. 
Trophies were also awarded to the best 
novice (The Blyton Park Trophy) and 
best York Motor Club and Huddersfield 
Motor Club members. 

York Motor Club and Huddersfield 
Motor Club congratulated the 
award winners and thanked all the 
competitors, officials and marshals for 
a great day’s motor sport!

events spotlight

Go Motorsport
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If your Motor Club is interested in taking up similar options please  
contact your local Regional Development Officer.

contact your RDO

bringing newcomers into the sport

1300 PEOPLE EXPERIENCE CLUB MOTOR SPORT AT 
SPEEDMACHINE AND MOTOFEST COVENTRY
Over 1300 people got their first taste of club motor sport 
as the MSA worked with local clubs to run AutoSOLO 
passenger rides at Speedmachine (26-27 May) and Autotest 
passenger rides at MotoFest Coventry (2-3 June).

Oxford Motor Club members and volunteers gave over 
1500 passenger rides to 600 Speedmachine visitors over 
the two-day FIA World Rallycross Championship event. 48 
volunteers drove, marshalled and assisted with signing on, 
with the furthest completing a 316 mile round trip to attend. 
The AutoSOLO took part on the famous Stowe Corner of the 
Grand Prix circuit.

Just a week later Loughborough Car Club members and 
volunteers offered passenger rides to individuals at 
MotoFest Coventry, utilising a city centre car park. 700 
individuals signed on, with over 2000 rides taking place 
over the weekend. 22 people volunteered to assist on the 

Coventry event, six of whom volunteered for both days at 
Coventry as well as having volunteered for both days at 
Silverstone the previous weekend.

Clubs and events are already seeing the benefits of these 
events with one person joining Oxford Motor Club just 
hours after their passenger ride, and two more new 
members joining that week. Three people have also gone on 
to enter local AutoSOLO and Autotest events after enjoying 
their first experience of grassroots motor sport. Many 
others have made contact with Go Motorsport Regional 
Development Officers to find out more about getting 
involved.

114 motor clubs across the country have been contacted 
with details of potential new members following the 
Autosolo activities.

GoMo
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24 motor clubs were represented over 
the two events:

 � 60 & Worcester Motor Club
 � Accrington Motor Sport Club
 � Boundless by CSMA
 � Bristol Motor Club
 � BTRDA
 � Cannock & District Motor Club
 � Chelmsford Motor Club
 � Coalville Car Club
 � Coventry & Warwickshire Motor Club
 � Farnborough & District Motor Club
 � Loughborough Car Club
 � Maidstone & Mid Kent Motor Club
 � Mid Derbyshire Motor Club
 � Owen Motor Club
 � Oxford Motor Club
 � Peterborough Motor Club
 � Redditch & District Motor Club
 � Rotherham Motor Club
 � Rugby Motor Club
 � Sixty & Worcester Motor Club
 � Wallasey Motor Club
 � West Suffolk Motor Club
 � Witney Motor Club
 � Yorkshire Sports Car Club

Go Motorsport
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SMS
Updates from Scottish Motor Sports
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TECHNICAL TALK AT LATEST 
ACADEMY SESSION
Knockhill hosted the third SMS Academy session (11 April), which featured 
workshops on vehicle dynamics and driving techniques.

The day started with a discussion of key technical terms. SMS Academy coaches 
Blair Brown and Malcolm McNab then led a session on the friction circle – a 
model used to explain how driver inputs affect their tyre grip.

The day concluded with sessions on how the athletes can maximise their 
performance in competition, by preparing properly for competition weekends 
and carrying out effective debriefs. The athletes discussed the value of course 
recces, pre- and post-event video analysis, performance logging and much more.  

The fourth and final SMS Academy session will take place on 17 July, when the 
athletes will have media training, learn how to get the most out of social media 
and understand how to build their brand.

PROMOTING 
A CLUB IN THE 
DIGITAL AGE
Promoting our club activities 
traditionally entails a physical 
attendance at real-world events 
with high footfall. Events like the 
Ignition Festival of Motoring in 
Glasgow, for example, have served 
as great platforms to promote club 
motorsport to a new audience. 

But in this digital age, is there a 
better and more efficient way of 
getting the message out to a target 
audience? Earlier this year, SMS 
supported the Scottish Motor Racing 
Club (SMRC) by creating a Facebook 
promotional campaign to attract 
potential members. The initiative 
was successful, with 59 people 
signing up to attend an information 
day at Knockhill (unfortunately 
called off due to poor weather). 

SMS has produced a case study to 
help those interested in promoting 
their club through social media. 
Please CLICK HERE.

INTRODUCTION TO COACHING 
COURSE AVAILABLE
As part of its on-going commitment to 
developing coaching in Scotland, SMS 
has arranged for the MSA Introduction to 
Coaching course to be delivered to MSA 
and Scottish Auto Cycle Union (SACU) 
club members on Saturday 21 July.

The course is the first step on the 
MSA coaching pathway, providing an 
understanding of the coaching process 
and why it is important. Participants will 
explore: the roles and responsibilities 
of a coach; preparation and planning; 
the underpinnings of sport skill; the 

principles of the skill development 
process; coaching methods and 
simulated process; health and safety; 
the sport sciences; and improving/
developing your coaching.

The course is free, with SMS and the 
MSA covering the costs. It will be held at 
Blair Drummond Community Hall, near 
Stirling, from 10am to 5pm. To sign up, 
email rory.bryant@scottishmotorsports.
co.uk by Friday 29 June. There are 
limited spaces, which will be allocated 
on a first-come-first-served basis.

http://www.scottishmotorsports.co.uk/userfiles/files/SMRC%20Facebook%20Case%20Study.pdf
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WSKC CREATES NEW SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 
The famous West of Scotland Kart Club (WSKC) has 
introduced a brand-new schools programme aiming to 
raise the WSKC’s profile among 12- to 14-year-olds in the 
local community.

Created in partnership with SMS, Active Schools South 
Lanarkshire and South Lanarkshire Leisure and Culture 
(SLLC), the programme is delivered by the club’s MSA Level 
2 qualified coaches, Chris McLean and Iain Brown.

The club visited Trinity High School in South Lanarkshire 
earlier this year to deliver a karting presentation to over 
200 pupils. They were then invited to apply for a space on 
the new four-week programme, which introduces karting 
including driving techniques, mechanics and the role of a 
kart marshal.

Paul Wright, Active Schools Coordinator for South 
Lanarkshire, said: “The project has been a great success 
and we are delighted with the response from the pupils 
who took part. Their confidence has grown massively from 
the first visit and it’s clear that they have taken a lot from 
the experience.”

SMS VISITS NI MOTORSPORT TASKFORCE
Rory Bryant, SMS Development 
Manager, visited Belfast in May to 
meet the Northern Ireland Motorsport 
Taskforce, a group aiming to evaluate 
motorsport’s potential contribution to 
the country.

The group, chaired by Ian Paisley MP, 
was interested to hear about SMS’s 

work in Scotland, from securing 
public investment to promoting talent 
development and coaching. 

The Department for Communities’ 
Tony Murphy said: “On behalf of 
the Taskforce, I’d like to thank Rory 
for taking the time to attend our 
meeting in Belfast. It was very useful 

to hear first-hand how Scotland has 
gone about developing motorsports, 
particularly in developing the clubs 
network, developing competitors and 
ways of increasing participation. This 
will all be very helpful in informing 
our recommendations for a way 
forward for motorsport in Northern 
Ireland.”

Following its successful inaugural club development day last year, SMS is pleased to confirm that the event will run 
again this year on Saturday 3 November. Further information will be released in due course but any queries can be 
directed to info@scottishmotorsports.co.uk.

save the date
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NEW ROAD CAR SERIES ATTRACTS NEWCOMERS
The Scottish Road Car Series, a new-for-2018 initiative 
to encourage new people into motorsport, has already 
attracted 37 registered competitors, over half of whom are 
complete newcomers to MSA motorsport.

Scottish Sporting Car Club hosted round one at Ardeer in 
April, with attracted a solid 11-car entry. Bob Mather came 
out on top in a Renault Clio that he shared with third-
placed Dominic Shanahan. Lauren Austen-Maycock was 
also awarded a special prize after travelling for over four 
hours to compete her Mazda MX3.

“I was extremely nervous for doing the first event as I had 
never competed before with my car,” Lauren said. “Once I 

got there everyone was extremely friendly, approachable 
and helpful. I had a great laugh, even though I kept getting 
lost on the test due to my terrible sense of direction!”

Round two took place at Knockhill on 28 April, using a 
fast and flowing course set out by Glenrothes Motor Sports 
Club. This time there were 18 competitors, with drifter and 
gymkhana competitor, Steven McConnell coming out on 
top.

63 Car Club hosted round three at Boyndie kart track. 
McConnell continued his impressive form, taking another 
win in his BMW 328 to lead the series into the next event at 
Errol Airfield in Perthshire with Saltire Rally Club. 

Tony Fong

DISABILITY GROUP 
CROWDFUNDING 
FOR SECOND CAR
Disability Motorsport Scotland (DMS) has 
become the first Scottish charity to offer free 
motorsport taster sessions for people living with 
a disability.

The club caters to individual needs and offers 
appropriate, personalised provisions for those 
interested in motorsport. DMS currently has one 
adapted race car for driving experiences and 
passenger rides.

To cope with demand, DMS needs to raise 
£5,000 to buy and adapt a second car. 
Therefore, DMS has set up a crowdfunding 
campaign in partnership with SMS. To find out 
more or to donate, please CLICK HERE.
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NEW STUDENT 
MANAGEMENT 
TEAM FORMED
Over the past year Scotland’s student 
motoring scene has stagnated with the 
demise of the Scottish Student Karting 
Championship and a noticeably less 
engaged group of student clubs. SMS 
believes that a vibrant student motorsport 
scene is important to the sport and that a 
new approach is required.

SMS has therefore helped to create the 
Scottish Student Motorsport Management 
Team, a new group comprising Emily 
Glanville (Strathcyde University), Andrew 
Chapman (Strathclyde University) and 
Taelor Shand (Robert Gordon’s University). 
Each has been appointed to a specific role, 
with Emily as Marketing Manager, Andrew 
as Events Manager and Taelor as Business 
Development Manager. 

With SMS’s support, they will be 
responsible for building relationships 
with clubs and venues to develop a new 
student motorsport event calendar that 
will include a mixture of karting, autotest 
and trials bike activities. They will also be 
responsible for working with an appointed 
web developer to create a new digital 
platform to facilitate online event entries 
and from there, they will be responsible 
for creating a marketing strategy to 
promote the events to fellow students. 

Gillian Sefton, SMS Development 
Officer, said: “The newly appointed 
team are extremely enthusiastic and 
dedicated towards growing the sport and 
creating opportunities for new students 
to get involved. The team have been 
collaborating well together and have 
begun to action a fresh, innovative plan 
for the future.”

The team’s new website and 2018/19 
calendar of event is due to be up and 
running in advance of Freshers’ Week in 
September.

UPDATE ON KINGDOM OFF 
ROAD MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Kingdom Off Road Motorcycle Club (KORMC) has been working hard to 
set up a new grassroots development programme within motocross, an 
initiative that could be replicated by car clubs. 

Through engaging with schools and the local community, the club has 
already successfully completed its sportscotland target of running 10 
introductory sessions in 2018 and has now begun progressing members 
through the four-stage pathway towards achieving their competition 
licence.

The popular sessions are often oversubscribed and KORMC has had to 
set up a waiting list. Thirty-seven club members are currently working 
their way through the pathway, while 20 eagerly await their turn. 

To deliver such a programme, the club required additional human 
resources. Since the beginning of the year, KORMC has increased its 
workforce from three to 23 – six of whom are now club coaches, with a 
further five awaiting an opportunity to qualify. The coaching team also 
runs a summer referral programme for hard-to-reach children caught 
up in antisocial behaviour and illegal riding.  To date, 24 children have 
completed the programme this year and an additional 12 will take part in 
September.

Club coach Kevin Murray has visited Kircaldy High School in partnership 
with Active Fife twice since January to deliver a general introduction 
to motocross. Twenty pupils will be given the opportunity to take 
part in a coached pathway session free of charge as part of a school 
and community inclusion initiative that aims to provide sporting 
opportunities for youths facing financial barriers towards participation.
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