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STEERING COLUMN 





I trust that you all arrived home safely after this year’s National Rally and have had time to do those necessary jobs on your vehicles as well as enjoying the lovely weather that we have had during this summer. Just a reminder the ARC National Rally 2004 is being hosted by Peak and Dukeries Land Rover Club, entry forms can be downloaded from their website. Please note there is a closing date for event entries so to avoid disappointment and assist P&D be sure to get your form in early. 





While this year’s event was still fresh in our minds, the organizing team of ARC 2003 have compiled a CD ROM. This CD contains useful hints and tips to assist member clubs when considering their offers to host a future National Rally. Copies of this CD ROM are available to any Club Secretary from Steve Wells (National Rally Liaison Officer) or Paul Barton (ARC News Editor).





Denis Bourne A.R.C. Chairman





NFU WINS INSURER OF THE YEAR AWARD





NFU Mutual has won the top prize in this year’s insurance industry awards.





The rural insurer took the General Insurer of the Year prize at the British Insurance Awards, announced at London’s Albert Hall. 





“We’re absolutely delighted – it’s a terrific achievement to win this award against competition from the whole of the insurance industry,” said Bob Newton, General manager. It's a tremendous accolade to the professionalism, hard work and dedication of our staff and agents throughout the UK.


 


“Coming after our success in last year’s awards – when we won the Customer Service Award – our latest success clearly demonstrates  that we really do deliver our vision: to be recognized by our stakeholders as setting the market standards in terms of all round value, service and trust” 





The audience of over 1,500 representatives of UK insurance companies at the award ceremony heard the judges praise NFU Mutual for its success in combining financial strength, excellent value for money, and industry-leading customer care standards in a virtuous circle.





“Because we are a mutual we can focus all our efforts into looking after customers,” Bob explained.





Founded by a group of Warwickshire farmers in 1910, NFU Mutual has grown into one of the UK’s 10 largest general insurers but still adheres to its founders' belief in mutuality as the best way to serve customers’ interests over the long term.





NFU supports A.R.C.





CARAVAN PERMITS





Any member club of the ARC may apply for a permit to hold a caravan rally of up to five days duration  from Simone Birch, the ARC Secretary.  If clubs are using any land that is not already licensed to have caravans  then this is necessary as it means that the landowners will then not require planning permission from their local council to hold a caravan rally, which can be a costly exercise.  Caravan permits are free of charge and should be applied for at least one month in advance of the event taking place.  The permit application forms are available from Simone and should be sent  together with a self-addressed envelope to ensure that the permit is returned  to the correct person.





For caravan rallies of longer than 5 days duration, an application needs to be made via the Association of Caravan and Camping Exempted Organisations (ACCEO) not less then 14 weeks before the start of the rally.  Application forms are available from Simone and there is a fee of £25 (made payable to ACCEO).


ACCEO also issue the caravan permits that allow events to take place within the National Parks but applications must be submitted by 1st April of the preceding year for the Peak District, Lake District and North Yorkshire parks and by the 1st May for all other National Parks.





Privilege Events





Member clubs of the ARC may hold up to three Privilege Events a year where they may invite non-ARC clubs to compete in club competitions.  The non ARC clubs should be MSA registered and the following rules apply:


Prior written approval of the invitation is obtained from the ARC Secretary.


Events are held under a MSA insurance permit.


Events are held under MSA regulations with additional supplementary regulations to be set by the host club,


Application forms and further details if needed are available from Simone and should be applied for at least one month in advance.





A.R.C. INERNATIONAL RALLY 2003 VIDEO





G E Media Limited , specialists in Video, Photography and Design have now completed and posted out to everyone who ordered a copy at the National Rally the 2003 video. If you would like a copy please send a cheque for £17.49 for the video which includes p&p or £27.50 which includes p&p for the DVD version to G E Media, Monarch House, 1 Smyth Road, Bedminster, Bristol, BS3 2BX. 





LAND ROVER COMPANY NEWS 





NEW LAND ROVER ‘G4 EDITION’ DISCOVERY AND DEFENDER





The vehicles are launched in celebration of the success of the inaugural Land Rover G4 Challenge, dubbed the ultimate global adventure and spanning four time zones during four weeks of extreme sports and driving competitions. Sixteen competitors from countries all around the world fought it out, with the victor driving home in a new Range Rover as the winning prize. 


G4 Edition Defenders and Discoverys come with a selection of specialist expedition equipment and convenience features. Specification highlights include ‘A-frame’ front protection bars, front and rear lamp guards, new Black Mogul ‘technical’ fabric seats, special colour schemes including Borrego Yellow and Tangiers Orange, air-conditioning and a CD player. 


Additional features on the Defender include ‘Boost’ 16” alloy wheels, a windscreen protection bar and, for additional vehicle protection in hazardous environments, black chequer plating on vehicle wing tops and sills. The Discovery comes with ‘Style 3’ 16” alloys, lockable roof-rack cross-bars for additional equipment security, cruise control and self-levelling suspension. 


Commenting on the vehicles, Land Rover’s managing director Matthew Taylor said: “The first Land Rover G4 Challenge was the ultimate global adventure which took place in some of the world’s toughest terrains. These new and very well equipped vehicles embody the spirit of this adventure and will enable many budding explorers to re-live the experiences of our G4 Challenge heroes.” 


G4 Edition Defenders, available in both the 90 and 110 station wagon wheelbase options, start at £24,350, and the Discovery is available from £28,595, on-the-road. 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 2004 MODEL YEAR





The 2004 Discovery's off-road ability is improved with a locking centre differential as standard equipment on the XS and ES specification. This distributes the engine power equally between the driving axles, reducing the risk of wheel slip and enhancing the Discovery's already impressive off-road credentials. 


For 2004, the Discovery receives additional revisions to enhance its appeal with families. All models now receive the ISOFIX child seat fixing system. This simple, yet universally agreed standard enables any ISOFIX child seat which has been approved for use in a Discovery, to be fitted easily and securely to the vehicle. 


E and S specification models now gain heated electric door mirrors, a valuable safety addition for winter driving. Whilst the GS models also gain a heated front screen, powerfold mirrors, a single slot CD player and twin electric sunroofs. 


XS models gain twin electric sunroofs, adding to the ambience of the Discovery's interior, a centre-locking differential and an enhanced exterior look with the addition of thicker roof bars. The already comprehensively equipped ES model receives the locking centre differential, revised restyled thicker roof bars and interior enhancements in the form of enhanced wood trim for the centre console. 


Additionally all Discovery models will be fitted with Automatic Drive-Away Locking. This fully automatic system locks all of the doors as the vehicle moves away. The system will detect when the driver or passengers wish to exit the vehicle and will automatically unlock all of the doors, alternately when the engine is switched off, the system will release all of the doors. 


New colours for 2004 Discovery include Maya Gold and Helsinki Blue. Also available will be Adriatic Blue and Giverny Green, previously only available on the Range Rover. Completing the changes for 2004 are revised badging, in Range Rover style raised lettering in a Brunel finish. 


On the road prices for the new 2004 Discovery commence at £22,195 for the five-seat Discovery Td5 in 'E' specification, rising to £34,590 for the 7 seat V8 model with automatic transmission. Also available is a range of Discovery commercial vehicles, which can be adapted for a variety of uses, with prices commencing at £22,995. 





COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS ISSUES





VEHICLE USER GROUPS QUESTIONAIRE – BOATS USE





Club Secretaries have been provide with a copy of the form sent out by consultants acting for the  Department of or Food and Rural Affairs which seeks evidence about use of  BOATS by off road clubs and individual drivers.


All members interested in BOAT preservation should fill in these survey forms so that the consultants are as fully aware as possible of the extent to which BOATs are used.





A.R.C. DATES





Saturday 20th September 2003 - 	Extraordinary General Meeting at NFU Mutual Tiddington Road, Tiddington, Stratford-upon-Avon – all A.R.C. members welcome, meeting  starts at 10.00am











A.R.C. MEMBER CLUB NEWS





LINCS LAND ROVER CLUB OFFROAD DRIVING DAYS





·	Grasby Quarry 28th December 2003 Further details from Paul Smith on 0777 932 8475. 


All events start 10am and cost £15 per vehicle per day. Organised by Lincolnshire Land Rover Club on an RAC permit.





MAJORS MEMORIAL TRIAL 2003 – September 12th/13th/14th 





Midland ROC will be pleased to receive any offers of assistance with marshalling at this prestigious event 


2003 MENDIP CHALLENGE –SOMERSET AND WILTS LAND ROVER CLUB  – October 11th –12th





This ever popular event is limited to 100 RTV and 100 CCV drivers. Camping from Friday 10th October with RTV Trial Saturday with live entertainment Saturday night and CCV Trial Sunday. Application forms from John Hamilton-Donovan Tel 01454 411409. Marshalling assistance warmly welcome! 





NON- A.R.C. CLUB EVENTS OF INTEREST





·	Dunsfold Collection Open days 2003 will be the weekend of September 13th/14th


·	South London & Surrey LRC, London to Brighton Run. Sunday 5th October 2003


·	Langley Farm 4x4 event – 19th 21st September – call 01132 708 262


·	Northern 4x4 & ex-military spares day Hamilton Hose St Michaels, Garstang, 01253 407 779


·	Old Sodbury Sortout  - 25th October Newbury Berks





Significant topics raised at Scrutineering & Off Road Committee meetings.





Fluid reservoirs (brake / clutch) that are inside the cab with the occupants must either have a “proper” metal or plastic cover. A plastic bag over the reservoirs will catch any leaks should the vehicle become inverted. (Bags with safety perforations are not suitable.) This is also to apply to any vehicles that are manufactured this way. 101 drivers be warned !





Military Sites If you use military sites, it may be worth considering some means of reporting any ordnance found. The simple message to start with is “DON’T TOUCH” and report to the Range Officer or Warden. 





Drivers retiring or abandoning an event.


Any entrant abandoning or retiring from an event must report to the CoC to announce this fact. Relating to this, the MSA Yearbook says:-


H.27.2. To be classified as a finisher, a competitor must have attempted at least three quarters of the total number of Observed Sections and arrive at the finish within 20 minutes of the preceding vehicle.


E.5.1.6. Competitors must remain available at an event until any protest period relating to their event has elapsed, failing which, any judicial action against or relating to that competitor may be heard in their absence.


So if the competitor has retired from the trial without letting the officials know, then presumably he (or she)  didn't "...arrive at the finish within 20 minutes of the preceding vehicle."  The fact that the competitor departed from the event before its conclusion in contravention of E.5.1.6. suggests that the competitor disqualified himself. Apart from anything else, this premature unannounced departure is a serious etiquette contravention and shows serious lack of consideration for the organisers and fellow competitors. If a score needs to be recorded for a championship or similar, then 10 penalty points per section in a trial, or maximums for a comp safari should apply.





Log Book Scrutineers who leave the ARC may not continue with their duties and must return all tags, documents, folders etc to the Log Book Secretary, Dennis Wright.





Fuel tanks with underseat fillers. Permanently sealing the underseat panel with all its slots and holes and hinges is virtually impossible. “Gaffer” or “Tank” tape over all the gaps and hinges should last for the few minutes it takes to extract the occupants and / or right an overturned vehicle. A better idea is to seal the tank. A plastic bag over the tank should last for the duration of an event but should really be used only when everything else has failed or as a temporary measure for the few hours that a family vehicle is being used in a competition. A much better idea is to solder a vent pipe into the cap with a rubber vent tube leading away somewhere safe. This can be swapped for a normal cap for use at other times if required.





Scrutineering. Demonstration of serviceability of equipment such as cut-off switches, handbrake  etc. This should not be the task of the scrutineer; the competitor should be requested to do this to obviate accusations that a scrutineer has mis-handled or damaged the equipment.





Tag Removal. 


Lost tag – carry out a re-check by one Log Book Scrutineer. 


Either:-


Use the normal form and return the log book to Dennis Wright.


OR 


Re-check the vehicle, fit the new tag, amend the number on the log book and write an entry on page 2 stating that this has been done. Sign and date the entry. 





Log Book Fees. Reminder that the log book fees went up to £10 with the re-issue now being £5.





Fire extinguishers. We have received reports that  some competitors are still using dry powder units, which have never been acceptable.





Trials. During an RTV trial, a twig became attached to a vehicle and this twig knocked down some canes. Is the twig deemed to be part of the vehicle and so scores penalty points ? 


Page 45 of the Handbook states “3.2.   Note that contact with a gate cane with any part of the vehicle or its occupants means that you should award a penalty.” So a twig is not part of the vehicle or its occupants and so should not accrue penalty points. The view was that the marshal observing this should signal to the driver to stop at a suitable safe point to have the twig removed. The reason is that the trial is to test the skill of the driver. Only in exceptional circumstances will a re-run be granted.








Re-runs in Trials. There needs to be a very good reason. If a vehicle stops to avoid an errant spectator or perhaps a loose dog, then don’t score the stop. Allow the vehicle to continue or even back up a bit to restart sensibly. (Don’t forget to take action on the errant spectator or loose dog!)








Additional Log Book Scrutineers. There are now many more log book scrutineers. A list has been circulated to all club secretaries.





IMPORTANT – Participation at any competitive event or show is at your own risk or that of the organisers.


Although the A.R.C. is happy to publicise such events it does not act as an agent for the organisers. Statements or opinions


expressed in A.R.C. News are not necessarily those of the A.R.C.  Council. You are advised to obtain independent advice on


matters involving safety, finance or legislation.





This Newsletter is compiled and edited by Paul Barton, ARC Newsletter Editor, for the Association of Rover Clubs


Contact Editor at 26 Summerhill Grange, Summerhill Lane, Lindfield, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1RQ 


E-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:PaulBarton.home@ukgateway.net ��Error! Bookmark not defined.�





ARC Secretary: Simone Birch, 1A Duncan Avenue, Huncote, Leics LE9 3AN. BR5 1BE.


Telephone: 0116 286 7913


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tonybirch@btinternet.com" ��Error! Bookmark not defined.�
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