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STEERING COLUMN
I would like to wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.

As you will have noticed we have changed the name of our Association to the Association of Land Rover Clubs. The decision for this change was not taken lightly as the birthplace of Land Rover was with the Rover Car Company. However, with the break up of the Rover and Land Rover brands to different manufacturing companies and with having had no car clubs within our Association for several years it was considered more beneficial and representative of our Association to make this change.

As I have said before the Association is made up of its member Clubs and it is always nice to have fresh views and ideas from your club, therefore it would be nice to see some more of the clubs represented at General Meetings. I know it is not always possible for all clubs to send a rep due to other commitments but there are some clubs that haven’t been represented for some time.

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could go through the next year without any further changes in legislation that will affect the enjoyment of our hobby, well we can always dream. But in the mean time we will continue to represent the best interests of our membership.

I look forward to seeing you throughout the coming year at an inter-club event, the ALRC National Rally at Manby or at one of the many shows.

Denis Bourne

A.R.C. Chairman.

2006 A.L.R.C. NATIONAL RALLY- Hosted by Staffs and Shropshire LRC and Lincolnshire LRC 

Booking forms are available via the dedicated website www.arc2006.co.uk  Planning is well underway – more in the next edition.

CLUB CHANGES

Changes to club contacts include:

· Contact number available for South Coast LROC – Alison Thompson – 01903 765214, Alison-thompson@ntlworld.com
· Land Rover Series 2 Club – Mick Outhwaite, PO Box 436, Silsden, Keighley, BD20 0WS.  01535 654907, secretary@series2club.co.uk

· Cheltenham & Cotswold ROC – Richard Howe, 4 Seymour Place, Winchcombe, Cheltenham, Glos, GL54 5QF, 01242 609035 / 07979 467292.  Richard@spannerflasher.wanadoo.co.uk
·  Hants & Berks – Nick Woodage, 22 Sherwood Close, Liss Forest, Liss, Hants, GU33 7BT.  01730 894418.  nicholas.woodage@ntlworld.com
 

New Log Book Scrutineers and address changes:

New-      Bill Groves, Woodland View, Haswell, Co. Durham, DH6 2AW.  01915 269173

             Gary Campbell, 53 William Street, Blyth, Northunmberland, NE24 2HR.  01670 797085 / 07747 865053

Change- Paul Rice, 7 Ferrers Close, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6PW, 07766 241465

 

Colin Gaukroger (L&C ROC) has also been accepted onto the MSA Off Road Committee
NEWS FROM NFU- KEEPING IT PERSONAL
TAKING out insurance on the internet or by using a distant call centre can be ideal if you can easily tick or cross every online box or give a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to every question asked. But what if your life doesn’t quite fit the standard bill?


Thatch is just one obvious example of how some rural homes can stand out from the crowd. If a modern insurer wants to keep its costs down by offering standard cover to standard homes then it will probably run a mile from thatch, something it might see as dangerous or expensive to maintain. In reality many people who live in thatched homes say that with proper care their homes are as safe as any other – as well as being surprisingly warm in winter and cool in summer. And it seems a shame that this kind of care and attention is seen as a reason to be eased out of the mainstream insurance market rather than as one of the challenges and joys of living in the countryside.

Anecdotal evidence has recently suggested that the increasing amount of CCTV and big crime reduction targets in many city and town centres may be pushing petty criminals into the country in search of easier targets. Unfortunately relatively isolated homes could be just what these people are looking for. The challenge for everyone in the country is to live safely without turning our homes into fortresses or prisons. 

One simple strategy that everyone should try is to stand back and look at your home from the eyes of someone trying to break into it. Take a look at different times of day, as well, to see if you spot something in the early evening which is not so apparent in the morning, for example. If your neighbours give you funny looks as you case out your own joint then all the better – it shows that they should be there to give strangers the same looks should the need arise. Getting professional information and advice about home security is also worth considering, which is where a local touch can again be useful. Staff in NFU Mutual’s local offices should know about any particular crime trends in their area and may well have spoken to other householders about how to beat them. They can also send out staff to carry out individual risk assessments of homes to put a fresh pair of eyes on their security situations.

Any kind of personal touch in the insurance world seems worthwhile to me, because not everyone can be pushed through the same shaped holes or into identical boxes. With luck, therefore, there should always be a place for insurance companies who take a more lateral and individual view.

So whether or not you have a herd of geese, another top rural burglar prevention idea, don’t be disheartened if mass market insurance doesn’t feel right for your home. Specialist insurers may be able to offer you solutions you require. So it should pay to track some down.

For more information on NFU Mutual’s insurance for homes, contents, businesses, travel and pets speak to our local NFU Mutual agent or call 0800 975 0600. 

For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.

NFU Mutual is The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No.111982).  Registered in England.  Registered Office:  Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ.  

COUNTRYSIDE ISSUES

The new Chairman of RoWRC is John Grogan, MP for Selby. Tim Stevens is writing to him asking him to arrange a meeting.

A new chance to influence Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Bill has arisen - please help if you can. The Committee expressed concern about the effects of NERC - especially the unintended consequences. We were all asked to let the Secretary have comments on these effects, to put to DEFRA and the Minister on behalf of RoWRC. I already have a note of some of these effects, but few real examples, and this is where you can help most. For more on NERC wee the ALRC website at www.alrc.co.uk 

 

Access to a site or route used for motorsport (etc) currently accessed on a road recorded as RUPP, Bridleway or Footpath, but regarded as an 'ordinary road' - I need examples of such sites, please. 

 

One example I have is the HQ of the Triumph TR Register, Didcot, which is on an industrial estate but the road through is recorded as a bridleway.

 

I also need examples of tarmac roads recorded as footpath or bridleway or RUPP, even for a short distance - there are these in many counties, but local knowledge is needed to find them. Unfortunately the OS do not show Definitive Map details on the coloured roads on Landranger or Explorer maps, so dual status does not show on OS maps.

 

Any help you can offer - from members anywhere in England & Wales, would be extremely helpful. And sorry, there is very limited time - I need to report by Jan 7.

 

Tim Stevens
Motor Recreation Development Officer
LARA

A.L.R.C.  MEETING DATES FOR 2006

A.L.R.C. meetings take place at NFU Mutual Tiddington Road, Tiddington, Stratford-upon-Avon – all A.L.R.C. members are welcome to attend EGM and the AGM meetings which are open to any member of A.L.R.C.  EGM and AGM meetings start at 10.00am. Please note that A.L.R.C. Council meetings and Scrutineering and Off Road Committee meetings are open only to elected representatives or their guests.

14/01/06 - Scrutineering and Off Road Committee.

11/02/06 - A.L.R.C. Council meeting

18/03/06 – A.L.R.C. AGM

13/05/06 - Scrutineering and Off Road Committee.

17/06/06 - A.L.R.C. Council meeting

15/07/06 – EGM

16/09/06 - Scrutineering and Off Road Committee – TBC - dependent on Majors  Memorial Trial date.

14/10/06 - A.L.R.C. Council meeting

11/11/06 – EGM

A.L.R.C.  MEMBER CLUB EVENTS  FOR 2006

C&D INTERCLUB RTV – 1/2 JULY 2006

New Interclub RTV event – based on the Majors Memorial Trial formula of two 10 section trials over 2 days and on two sites including Newnham Park. Team entries of 3 invited with at least 2 vehicles from Standard Classes. This is a charity event with all proceeds going to St. Luke’s Hospice.

SRs due out shortly more info from the entries Secretary Mrs Sue Garlick – email sue.pete.garlick@lineone.net  

AUGUST INTERCLUB WEEKENDS

The North Wales Land Rover Club have held Interclub Weekends at Porthmadog; we have held Interclub Weekends at Bala; in 2006 why not join us at Llanfairpwllgwyngtllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch?

Don’t worry, you won’t have to buy a Defender 130 to fit the stickers on, the event will be at Plas Coch, a couple of miles south of the village. 

This large site has plenty of space for a wide range of trials sections, flat (yes really, flat, in North Wales) ground for caravans, with stunning views across Snowdonia, and a permanent bar on site! All this and it’s only about three miles from the main dual carriageway across North Wales, linking directly to the English Motorway system.

Plas Coch 2006 will take place on the 26-28th August. There will be an RTV trial on Sunday and a CCV trial on Monday. Saturday is an ideal day for sightseeing. Anglesey itself is a delight, and many consider it the spiritual home of Land Rovers, but nearby we have the splendour of Snowdonia, the beauty of the Lleyn Peninsular, the sweeping beaches of the North Wales coast as well as Castles and Steam Railways galore, and many other attractions. It almost seems a shame to waste time trialling when there is so much to see in the area! For those who need their daily Land Rover fix, there will be a gymkhana on Saturday.

More details, and entry forms, will be sent out shortly, but meanwhile, why not put the date in you diary now, and join us in Wales next summer. 

Secretary@nwlrc.co.uk

Details of the Wye and Welsh Baskerville Challenge and  P&D Eckington Inter-club events to follow when known.

Midland ROC - Date for Majors Memorial Trial at Eastnor is 15 - 17th September 2006.
NON- A.L.R.C. CLUB EVENTS OF INTEREST

 

Details for Heritage Land Rover Show 2006.
 

Show dates and times;

Saturday 29th April 2006 - Noon to 18:00
Sunday 30th April 2006 - 10:00 to 16:00
 

Features confirmed so far:
 

* Unveiling of the Range Rover No 1 restored
* Heritage Run
* LRW Arena
* Land Rover Club Challenge Cup
* 4 x 4 for the beginner track
* The Chris Savidge award for the best Club Stand
* The Tom Barton award for the most Authentic Land Rover
* LRW Tirfor Challenge stakes
* Club stands
* Craft and food stalls
* Lots of Land Rover Trade stands
* Home of the Legend drives
* 3 day camping available
* Museum
* Go Carts
* Children’s Roadway
* Saturday Evening Barbeque.
 

For further details visit www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk
HILLRALLY CALENDAR

Y Rali Bryn Cymru – May 6/7

Scottish Hillrally – July 14/15

The Hillrally – October 14/15

BORC CALENDAR 2006

Round 1 - April 8/9

Round 2 - June ¾

Round 3 - July ½

Round 4 - Sept 9/10

Round 5 - Oct 28/29

IMPORTANT – Participation at any competitive event or show is at your own risk or that of the organisers.

Although the A.L.R.C. is happy to publicise such events it does not act as an agent for the organisers. Statements or opinions

expressed in A.L.R.C. News are not necessarily those of the A.L.R.C.  Council. You are advised to obtain independent advice on

matters involving safety, finance or legislation.

This Newsletter is compiled and edited by Paul Barton, ALRC Newsletter Editor, for the Association of Rover Clubs

Contact Editor at 26 Summerhill Grange, Summerhill Lane, Lindfield, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1RQ 

PaulBarton.home@ukgateway.net
ARC Secretary: Simone Birch, 1A Duncan Avenue, Huncote, Leics LE9 3AN 

Telephone: 0116 286 7913

E-mail: tonybirch@btinternet.com
Association of Land Rover Clubs Ltd. Limited by Guarantee Registered in England No. 4146011

Registered Office, 124 Crescent Drive, Petts Wood, Orpington, Kent, BR5 1BE

For a more personal approach to insurance, 

call 0800  975 0600* for details of your local 

agent.

NFU Mutual is The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.   A member of the Association of British Insurers.  * For security and training purposes telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.
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