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A.R.C. NEWS

The Newsletter of the Association of Rover Clubs

     Issue 63                                   July 2005

NFU Mutual is pleased 

to support The Association 
of Rover Clubs


Each edition of ARC NEWS can be found on the ARC website www.the-arc.co.uk
STEERING COLUMN
This year's ARC National Rally, hosted by Southern Rover Owners Club, at Copford Farm in the unspoilt South Downs in East Sussex was a most enjoyable event. On behalf of everyone who attended I should like to extend my thanks to all the Southern members who made it all possible. As one of the larger clubs in the Association they were able to call on a wealth of experience gained down the years in running several previous Nationals and indeed some of this year's organisers were not very old when the club ran the National at Petworth back in 1983.

 

Our thoughts turn to next year and the ARC is most grateful to Lincs LRC and Staffs and Shropshire LRC who have come forward and offered to jointly host the first Association of Land Rover Clubs National event, which will be held in Lincolnshire at Manby Showground. Please give them your support - booking forms will be available shortly.

At last Saturday’s EGM It was a pleasure for me to present The Tom Barton Award to Tony Holder who has been a member of the Council for longer than I can remember and indeed has been a past Chairman of the A.R.C.   I have always regarded Tony as a respected elder of the A.R.C. and while I have held this post have always welcomed his valuable contribution.  Tony has been an ardent member of both Rover Car and Land Rover Clubs and his knowledge of both cars and Land Rovers is vast. Tony is President of The Rover Sports Register and a founder member of Chiltern Vale Land Rover Owners Club.  Although Tony has not been a regular competitor in the off road scene he has always been ready to officiate so that others could enjoy themselves and indeed has a good working knowledge of both vehicle regulations and the M.S.A. Blue Book.  The A.R.C. first produced a handbook in 1987 and Tony has been a major player in the production of that handbook since then. We are eternally grateful to Tony for the dedicated work that he has done for the Association and we also thank his wife Joan for supporting him in this role.

We wish Tony well in his retirement from duties with the Association and look forward to seeing him at forthcoming events.

Denis Bourne

A.R.C. Chairman.

DEFRA & Single Farm Payment Scheme 

The successful challenge to DEFRA’s attempts to restrict motorsport on agricultural land does not mean that issue has gone away. The Motor Sports Association (MSA) is to publish guidance to assist clubs in their dealings with farmers and others when hiring land for motor sport activities. In the meantime clubs should review the land which they  currently for motorsport and try to find alterative venues such as disused quarries etc. for events as it I clearly much easier to use land  which are not agricultural land to which SFPS applies. 

2005 ARC NATIONAL RALLY

Southern Rover Owners Club wish to thank everyone who attended for making this year’s event and to issue a special thanks to everyone for using the refuse and recycling facilities.

Due to technical difficulties with the national website the club website at www.sroc.co.uk carries the full results and also provides a link to two sites with lots of event photographs.

2006 A.R.C. NATIONAL RALLY- Hosted by Staffs and Shropshire LRC and Lincolnshire LRC 

Booking forms will be available soon. Planning is well underway – more in the next edition.

NEWS FROM ARC EGM 9th JULY AT HERITAGE MOTOR CENTRE

Tom Barton Trophy, which is awarded to persons who have done sterling service for the Association was this year, in recognition of his many years of service including his chairmanship of A.R.C. and behind the scenes  work in producing the handbook (nine editions in all), the trophy was presented by Denis Bourne to Tony Holder who retired earlier this year from ARC Council. 

Secretary’s report

· Meeting with Land Rover – originated from logo letter to clubs earlier in the year and it was agreed that logo can continue to be used by member clubs provided the logo is not overwritten or altered in any way or used in any way for commercial gain.

· After many years service, Harold Carmen has retired as the A.R.C. representative on the MSA Off Road Committee and ARC has nominated Colin Gaukroger of Lancashire and Cheshire ROC to MSA as a prospective member of the MSA Off Road Committee

New Club Applications

Following presentations, the following clubs were accepted into membership of the ARC;

· South Coast Land Rover Club

· The Dunsfold Collection of Land Rovers Southern Social Section

· Club Land Rover Ireland (as overseas members)

Rule Change Proposals

· Denis Bourne explained that the first meting which could consider rule changes after the moratorium would be in July 2006 is the first meeting with proposals to be voted on in March 2007 for implementation on 1st January 2008.
ALL ROVER WEEKEND – ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2005 EVENT- AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY

The ARC's 'All Rover Weekend' has been held at the RASE showground at Stoneleigh Park for some years now.  We have had a wonderful time being part of the Town & Country Festival.  This year there are many changes being made by the Haymarket Group who took over the running of the event last year.  They are not so welcoming as the previous organizers, and have reduced the space allocated for the motoring section so much that there is not space for 15 car clubs to all attend.


They have reduced the concours trophies and are not paying costs for the judges which we understand means they will not be attending.  Many of these judges have been sorting out the concours winners for 15 years.  Perhaps the biggest change is that the T&C Festival is no longer a charity event, but a fund raiser for the Haymarket Group.

With all this and more it seems that the T&C is not going to be the show we have all come to enjoy, and with this in mind I have approached the LRO magazine for stand space at their show held at the Malvern showground over the same weekend.  I am awaiting confirmation of this.  I know this is another Land rover show, and the T&C gave us a break from LR's in the calendar, but there has not been time this year to look around for another show like the T&C held at the same time. That would be the ideal!

I do have some ideas for alternative venues for next year, but most of these are in June or July, and not the August Bank Holiday.  If you know of any (preferably in the Midlands area so that I can get the ARC
Unit there easily) please let me know and I can consider what would be best for 2006.


Late News -  LRO Show

We have a large area - 30 x 12 metres covering stand areas CZ20 to CZ23.  For those who attend, the camp site fees  cover 4 nights and is £75.  This includes either 3 adult, or 2 adult & 2 child tickets for the show. Extra tickets are £18 for adults, £8 for children, under 5's free.  These tickets/passes should be got directly from the LRO people not from the ARC.  The letter I have says to quote the password LRCL either by phone (0870 763 6153 or website www.lroshow.com

There is no charge for displaying the vehicle on the ARC stand.  The show opens at 09:00 on the Friday (26th Aug) and all displays have to be set up by then.

 Nick Chinery
(Non-Comp Co-Ord.)
A.R.C.  MEETING DATES FOR 2005

A.R.C. meetings take place at NFU Mutual Tiddington Road, Tiddington, Stratford-upon-Avon – all A.R.C. members are welcome to attend EGM and the AGM meetings which are open to any member of A.R.C.  EGM and AGM meetings start at 10.00am. Please note that A.R.C. Council meetings and Scrutineering and Off Road Committee meetings are open only to elected representatives or their guests.

24/09/05 - Scrutineering and Off Road Committee.

15/10/05 - A.R.C. Council meeting

19/11/05 - EGM

COMPETITION LOG BOOKS - The Log Book re-test procedure

 
	Log book retest stickers

 

It has been ten years since the first motors were checked for log booking to ARC spec, and it is hoped that in the future NO motors with a log book not having been rechecked more than FIVE years ago will be competing in ARC events, so it is to be a rolling process to try to achieve this goal, It cannot happen in a couple of months, it will take longer, but with your help we can make sure that the older Logbooks are up to standard spec.

l.
A fee of £5.00 is to be charged for this service YOU will collect this money on behalf of the ARC (cheques payable to the ARC ) and keep a record of NAME TAG NUMBER & DATE of inspection.

2.
Fees collected will be sent to the ARC treasurer at three or four monthly intervals, together with a list of Names and Tag numbers of the Logbooks stickered

3.
Old type roll cages will still be eligible for restickering provided that they are still of sound construction and has no fractures to welds or corroded mountings, although a centre bar must be fitted, to comply with current spec.

4.
DEREK SPOONER is the current ARC treasurer.

5.
A copy will be sent to me annually to bring my records up to date.

 

DENNIS WRIGHT log book sec

 


 
The number of Log Book Scrutineers required to re-test is one (1).  If the cage DOES fail for some reason, the checklist will be used to record the specific items and the reason for the failure(s). 
MIDLAND ROC – Majors Memorial Trial 2005
MROC have confirmed the dates for 2005 as 16th/17th/18th September at Eastnor. Booking forms now available on MROC website at www.mroc.co.uk 

LINCS LAND ROVER CLUB OFF ROAD DRIVING DAYS – on MSA permit
£20 to drive all day or passenger in a competition Land Rover for £3 per ride.

31st July Manby Showground and 27th December at Grasby Quarry.

Contact Paul Smith on 07779 328475. Organised by Lincs L.R.C. www.llrc.co.uk 

NON- A.R.C. CLUB EVENTS OF INTEREST

"OFF-ROAD UK" has changed venue!
 Scheduled for 20th – 21st August 2005 (the weekend before August Bank Holiday), “OFF-ROAD UK” the all-marques Lincolnshire-based off-road event that supersedes the National 4x4 Show, has been forced to move venue from Kirton Quarry near Lincoln to Stainby Quarry near Grantham.

 

Organiser Tom McGuigan explains - “Like a lot of sites these days, the owners of Kirton Quarry realised that off-roading could be the answer to derelict land by providing an income. Subsequently, greed reared its ugly head resulting in the resident off-road centre’s annual rent at a stroke being tripled to £36,000!  The outcome?  Clearly impossible to pay the additional charges, there were no winners for the quarry closed in June”. 

 

Fortunately for “OFF-ROAD UK” enthusiast Jon Weston came to the rescue by providing the replacement venue at Stainby Quarry Nr. Colsterworth, Lincs NG33 5QP. Located on the B676 just off the Grantham-Stamford section of the A1 [OS grid ref. 491049,323025] it is approx. 8 miles south of Grantham, 24 miles north west of Peterborough, 11 miles east of Melton Mowbray.

 

Featuring all the old favourites such as a 200ft Mud Run (free), easy/medium/hard off-road courses (uunlimited access 1-day ticket £15 or 2-day ticket £25), off-road passenger rides, trade stands, Land Rover and 4x4 autojumble, radio control 4x4 models, club displays, military vehicle displays and classic commercials, “OFF-ROAD UK” welcomes all ‘road legal’ Land Rovers, Jap 4x4’s, Jeeps, quads and all-wheel-drive trucks.  Day admission £6 adult, £2 child (under 16 yrs)  10am – 5pm Sat & Sun.
 

Log on to www.national4x4show.com or phone 01406 493144 / 07958 216266 for camping, club member's discounts, trade or day admission details.
 

UK Rhino Charge 2005:

Saturday 8th October is the date for this year’s UK Rhino Charge to be held once again in East Sussex at beautiful, 1,500 acre Pippingford Park, near Wych Cross. Last year’s event was almost a sell out so prospective entrants are advised to apply early for a place.

Once again the Charge itself is open to any 4x4 while there will be harder Tiger Lines for those who do not mind a few scratches and dents on their pride and joy. Last year competing vehicles ranged from a 1950 80” Series One, via a 1958 Hotchkiss Jeep and an Auto Union Munga through various Series Twos, Threes and hybrids to a brace of Discoveries and a 110 Station Wagon, which won first prize. Good teamwork and concentration can be as important as pure off road ability in this competition, in which the many and varied tasks help to give everyone a chance of success.

As before, loan vehicles will be available should prospective entrants not possess a vehicle of their own and if they are prepared to add to the coffers in return. Past teams have included the usual individuals plus groups from 4x4 specialists, offices and clubs who have got together to raise the necessary sponsorship and enjoyed a very different day out competing in a unique and highly enjoyable event. There is even the threat of a few journalists joining in!

THE DETAILS - WHEN & WHERE:

Rhino Ark UK are delighted to announce that this year’s UK Rhino Charge will again be held at Pippingford Park, Sussex on Saturday 8th October. The site is a beautiful 1,500 acre estate with herds of wild deer roaming freely amongst magnificent trees and lakes fed by numerous small streams. It is used as an Army training area, for forestry enterprises and as a location for films and TV programs such as Band of Brothers. The Rhino Charge is the only 4x4 event to be allowed to use the site!

The Event:
The UK Rhino Charge is suitable for all types of 4x4 and teams of two to six people with levels of experience from novice to hardened expert. The event uses the extensive network of tracks on the estate but those who want a tougher test can opt to drive the Tiger Lines and compete for an additional trophy whilst doing the Rhino Charge tasks as well. It is quite possible for a team in a standard vehicle to enter and enjoy an exciting and competitive day.

The Cause:

Rhino Ark is a registered charity dedicated to funding the building and maintenance of a 320 km conservation fence around the Aberdare Mountain National Park in Kenya. The fence benefits the wildlife, local people and the environment. This direct action organisation has already finished over half of the project with funds that have largely been raised in Kenya by Kenyans, who support their own Rhino Charge with great enthusiasm and effect, to the tune of over £378,000 in funds at this year’s record breaking event.

Entry fee and sponsorship:
The UK Rhino Charge entry fee remains at £100 per team and minimum sponsorship is the same as last year at £400 although some teams raise more than four times this amount and more is always welcome! Once again the winner of the Victor Ludorum, a combination of success in the competition and at fund raising, will be offered the use of a fully prepared 4x4 in the following year’s Kenyan Rhino Charge subject to raising sufficient sponsorship.

Further details:

More information on the charity and the event can be found on www.rhinoark.org.

UK Rhino Charge Coordinator John Bowden can be contacted via 01444 241455 or rhinochargeuk@rhinoark.org .

IMPORTANT – Participation at any competitive event or show is at your own risk or that of the organisers.

Although the A.R.C. is happy to publicise such events it does not act as an agent for the organisers. Statements or opinions

expressed in A.R.C. News are not necessarily those of the A.R.C.  Council. You are advised to obtain independent advice on

matters involving safety, finance or legislation.

This Newsletter is compiled and edited by Paul Barton, ARC Newsletter Editor, for the Association of Rover Clubs

Contact Editor at 26 Summerhill Grange, Summerhill Lane, Lindfield, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1RQ 

PaulBarton.home@ukgateway.net
ARC Secretary: Simone Birch, 1A Duncan Avenue, Huncote, Leics LE9 3AN 

Telephone: 0116 286 7913

E-mail: tonybirch@btinternet.com
Association of Rover Clubs Ltd. Limited by Guarantee Registered in England No. 1806788

Registered Office, 124 Crescent Drive, Petts Wood, Orpington, Kent, BR5 1BE
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For a more personal approach to insurance, 

call 0800  975 0600* for details of your local 

agent.

NFU Mutual is The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.   A member of the Association of British Insurers.  * For security and training purposes telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.
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